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The cyclotriveratrylene story begins with a report dated 1915 by Mrs. G. M. Robinson,1 that the acid catalyzed condensation of veratryl alcohol, or of veratrole and formaldehyde, produced in excellent yield a compound (m.p. 227°C) which she considered to be 2,3,6,7-tetramethoxy-9,10-dihydroanthracene. This conclusion was based on the fact that the product gave, on nitration, bis(3,4-dimethoxy-6-nitrophenylmethane, 6-nitroveratric acid, and 4,5-dinitroveratrole, and on dehydrogenation 2,3,6,7-tetramethoxyanthracene (in very small yield, however). In making this proposal, she was doubtless influenced by an earlier, hardly justified claim by Ewins2 (1909), that piperonyl alcohol or its chIoride furnished, under a variety of acidic conditions, a high-melting compound similar in many respects to hers, and then described as being, ‘with considerable probability’ 2,3,6,7-dimethylenetetraoxy-9,10-dihydroanthracene 2a.”
The previous paragraph was written by Pr. André Collet himself.3
[image: ]
Chemical structures of compounds 1-3.


1. G. M. Robinson, J. Chem. Soc. 1915, 102, 266.
2. A. J. Ewins, J. Chem. Soc. 1909, 95, 1482.
3. A. Collet, Tetrahedron 1987, 43, 5725.

KEYWORDS: Cyclotriveratrylene, Cryptophanes, Chirality, Tribute
image1.png
Y G Googergends X VG textesbstacttemplte - X ¥ X Commentrdiger un Ac. X Y 9 Scopus - Document seer X \_ | Cyclotrveratrylenesand X ) [3 21 $0040-402001)577 X \ (3) Les Formes Geomerrigu- x N\ _ O = I

29845 Q¥ 2 0

[ 5 astuces pourretro. B 5 lge adulte,une p- (% Guides bonnes pratic [} Recette de Saint-Jac

C | & Sécurisé | httpsy/ac.els-cdn.com/S0040402001877802/1-52.0-50040402001877802-main.pdf?_tid=a1d91868-0826-11e8-b007-00000aacb3618acdnat=1517582445_b23507dc73c4a6!

# Applcations (@ Symbaloo [ Annusires [] Cors [] Chimie [] Ecole [] Sport [1 Vins [] Telichargements G Raccourc URL @) Emploidutemps 510 Les Paniers Bio Solid: <€ AirDroid Web | Man

PII: S0040-4020(01)87780-2

5726 A. CoLLET

dehydrogenation 2,3,6,7-tetramethoxyanthracene (in very small yield, however). In making this
proposal, she was doubtless influericed by an earlier, hardly justified claim by Ewins? (1909), that
piperonyl alcohot or its chloride furttished, under a variety of acidic conditions, a high-melting
compound similar in many respects to hers, and then described as being, ‘with considerable pro-
bability’ 2,3,6,7-dimethylenetetraoxy-9,10-dihydroanthracene 2a.
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The structures 1a and 2a have been widely accepted in the literature up to the 1950s, when,
some questions being raised on the dihydroanthracene constitution,® the alternative cyclic hexamer
formulas 1b and 2b were proposed.*® These new assignments were apparently supported by a
bundle of chemical data,*!® and were substantiated by a determination of the space group and cell
dxmensnons of Robmson s compound by X-rays."
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